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This lecture, coming nearly 40 years after BM Kies’s "THE CONTRIBUTION OF 
THE NON-EUROPEANS TO WORLD CIVILIZATION" has two coordinates. The 
first is with reference to the axis of "race" : who and what are the "Europeans"? 
The second refers to the "discovery of America" by Christopher Columbus 500 
years ago nearly to the day we are gathered here so far from — and yet so near 
to —"San Salvador’ and "Hispaniola". The graph of world history ever since has 
as its time-zero that day when as we shall try to show, Europe discovered not 


America but itself and America discovered Europe. As Rowse wrote: 


"The Discovery of the New World, it has been said, is much the greatest event 
in the history of the Old" is 

south Africa was drawn into this history through Diaz, in 1487, five years before 
Columbus’s Santa Maria sighted West "Indian" land, as Marx and Engels ioted 
in their Communist Manifesto — now a museum-piece after the 1989-92 "failure 
of socialism" — when they wrote: 


"The discovery of America, the rounding of the Cape, opened up fresh ground 


for the rising bourgeoisie".* 


Kies saw the Crusades as the first "gigantic plundering raids" of capitalism.* 


When Constantinople fell to the Ottomans 40 years before Columbus's "first 
voyage" (which, as we shall see, was not his first), a 15th century Crusade, as 


anti-Arab/Jewish as those of the 11th and 12th centuries, drove the Arabs out of 


1. BM Kies, THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE NON-EUROPEANS TO WORLD CIVILIZATION, TLSA 
Abrahamse Memorial Lecture. Cape Town, 1953. 

2. AL Rowse, THE ELIZABETHANS AND AMERICA, London, 1959. 

3. K Marx and F Engels, THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, written December 1947. 

4. BM Kies, op cit. p 36. 





Granada and immediately enabled that "first voyage", from which Marx dated 


capitalism as a world system: 


"The discovery of gold and silver in America, the extirpation, enslavement and 
entombment in mines of the aboriginal population, the beginning of the 
conquest and looting of the East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for 


the commercial hunting of black skins, signalised the rosy dawn of the era of 


Capitalist production.” 


But it needs to be said, especially today, in the year of a "united Europe", that 


Marx went further: he identified capitalist-colonialism with "Europe": 


"The sudden expansion of the world market, the multiplication of circulating 
commodities, the competitive zeal of the European nations to possess them- 
selves of the products of Asia and the treasures of America, and the colonial 


system all contributed materially toward destroying the feudal fetters on 


production".® 


We have quoted Marx for several reasons. One of these is to show that the ideas 
about Europe and capitalism in this lecture are less un-Marxist than unoriginal. 
While Habernas and other ex-Marxists "shocked" by the 1989-1992 events hack 
away at "the old Marx' in this year of "democracy",’ we don't need to quote him 
again, nor Lenin or Trotsky. All three turn in their graves over those who used 
their names to help "the European nations" to reunify Germany and Europe and 
to dismember India, Ethiopia, the USSR and Yugoslavia. We prefer to learn 


history from our old teacher, history herself. 


5. K Marx, CAPITAL, Vol.1, Chapter XXxXI. 
6. K Marx, CAPITAL, Volume Ill, Chapter XX. 


7. For a discussion of the German ex-Marxist philosopher and others: C Preve, LA PIENETA 
ROSSO, Milan, 1992. 


THE "DISCOVERY" MYTH 

17 000 years before Columbus, descendants of Asian and Russian settlers 
crossed — and recrossed — the 1 500 kilometre-long Beiring ice-bridge in the last 
but one Ice Age and then again during the last Ice Age, to discover the land- 
mass named after Amerigo Vespucci in Waldseemuller’s 1507 world map. They 
painted their lives and hopes on rocks at Piaui in Brazil.® By 1590 Fray Jose de 


Acosta wrote that they had come from Asia 2 000 years earlier.2 400 years later: 


"Most American archaeologists would now put the figure at more than 20 000 
years ago".'° (More recent estimates are 30 000 to 40 000 BP) 


Excavations at L’Anse aux Meadows in northern Newfoundland proved that 
Norse Greenlanders had tried to settle there around 1000 AD. Using a saga of 
"Vinland" and botanic knowledge of natural vinegrowth, Erik Wahlgren con- 
cluded "Everything indicates that the voyagers had reached New Englano’, 
north-west Maine, in the present USA.'' We know that there was extensive 
shipping between Morocco, Spain and Sweden in the 8th century and 80 000 
Arab coins dating from 800 were found in Sweden. Sailors discovered Iceland 
by 930. Erik The Red "discovered" Greenland c. 981-5, albeit thousands of years 


after the Inuit (Eskimoes’)). 


8. International Archaeological proceedings, UNESCO, 1981; A Fossati, L Jaffe, M de Abreu 
(Eds), RUPESTRIAN ARCHAEOLOGY, Brescia, 1990, p.5; 

9. Fray Jose de Acosta, HISTORIA NATURAL Y MORAL DAS INDIAS, 1590. 

10. GR Willey and JA Sabloff, A HISTORY OF AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY, London, 1974, 

pp. 23 and 219; and GR Willey, AN INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY, Vol |, Ch. 
2 and Vol Il, Ch.2, 1966-19771. 

11. E Wahlgren, THE VIKINGS AND AMERICA, London, Hungary, 1986, pp.92,129,163. A.S. 
Ingstad, THE DISCOVERY OF A NEW SETTLEMENT IN AMERICA, EXCAVATIONS OF L'ANSE 
AUX MEADOWS, NEWFOUNDLAND, 1961-8, Oslo, 1977, 





Vikings invaded Spain and Morocco in the 9th century and in 859 the Emir of 
Basque Pamplona was ransomed from the Vikings with 70 000 gold pieces. 
Muhammed al Idrisi (1100-1166) wrote in 1154 from Palermo about the Eskimos, 
and made a silver map of the world with a commentary. '? Moroccan sailors 
went as far as Greenland by 1352 and by the 16th century Basques trained by 
the Arabs were whaling in Red Bay, Labrador. Around that time an Icelandic 
document wrote of a country "which some people think extends from Africa’, 
founded by Greenlanders led by Leif and Thorvald Erikson Their settlement, 
lacking gunpowder, was destroyed by "Indians". In Greenland itself the Nor- 
semen were wiped out by "Eskimo" competitors and by English and Basque 


13 
slavers ~ by the time Columbus set sail from Palos in August 1492 to make the 


third "Discovery of America". 


In all probability, it was the fourth. For there is good reason to believe that African 
sailors told Columbus of their voyages to America when he came to Guinea and 
Ghana in 1481 to refortify the Portuguese "San Jorge da Mina" there — a story 
that even Washington Irving’s four-volume history of Columbus does not dis- 
count.'* Columbus made at least one major voyage to Guinea.'> His brother 
Bartholomew had accompanied Diaz down the African west coast in 1486-7. 


Before 1492 Columbus heard tales of Spanish ships reaching a western land- 


12. M al Idrisi, NU’'ZHAT AL MUSCHTAK. Palermo, 1154(translation) 
ae ee op. cit. pp 92, 129-132, last chapter. 
- Washington Irving, A HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND WORK OF CHR 
; IS 
London, 1828, 4 vols, with maps. a ane 
15. Filson Young, CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND THE NEW WORLD OF HIS DISCOVERY. 2 
Vols. London, 1906. Sponsored by Queen Philippa, Columbus left Lisbon for Ghana. on 11 


December 1481. The Ghana king feted him. This ar 
med voyage ae a 
and thence in Seville. yage made a name for him in Lisbon 


mass Via England.'® A 1469 map shows "Brascil" west of lreland.'” The redoub- 
table Spanish historian de las Casas wrote that when Columbus refitted the 


SANTA MARIA at Gomera, in the Canaries, on his first voyage to "India", 


"many trustworthy Spaniards from the island of Hierro who were at Gomera 
— swore that every year they saw land to the westward of the Canaries in the 
direction of the setting sun, and some men of Gomera also affirmed this story 


under oath............. He (Columbus) also remembers having heard the same thing 


in the Azores".'® 


Peter Martyr, claiming to know Columbus well, confirmed this.'9 In addition to 
the Africa-Canaries route, created naturally by the west-flowing Canary gulf 
stream from Senegambia towards America, Columbus, having sailed into the 
iceland waters, would know that Danes had visited Labrador with a Portuguese 
pilot in 1477. The real father of the "Discoveries", and of the first colonial 
conquests of the West African coast from 1420 to his death in 1460, Prince Henry 
the Navigator, briefly considered a North-West passage to India on the basis of 


the 10th-11th century Norse settlements on a far-western coast.?° A 1720 Dutch 


map even has Greenland joined to America.*' 


46. De Oviedo. Gonzalo Fernandez, HISTORIA GENERAL Y NATURAL DE LAS INDIAS, 1547, 
Book Il (parts translated by JM Cohen, THE FOUR VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS, London, 
Johannesberg, 1969,1988). 

17. Map by Graziosa Benincasa, Ancona, 1469, copy in British Museum. 

48. Bartolomew de las Casas, THE LOG BOOKS OF CHRISTOBEL COLON. 1492-1504; in C 
Jane(Ed. and Trans). THE FOUR VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS, 2 Vols. New York, 1988. (In Spanish 
and English), being correction of Hakluyt Society, London, 1930, 1933; APOLOGETICA; 
HISTORIA, Lib.1. cap.xxix. 

19. Peter Martyr of Angleria, OPUS EPISTOLARUM, ed. 1670; and DE ORBE NOVO (EIGHT 
DECADES OF HIS LIFE), Paris 1587 (trans. FA MacNutt, New York, 1912). 

20. C Jane, op. cit. p.xiv. 


21. Gerard van Keulen's map, Amsterdam, 1720. This map used the Mercator projection. The 


map shows Alaska as “Het Compagnie’s Land", 


In 1976 Ivan Van Sertima, on the basis of the pro-Columbus histories by 
Thacher**, the linguistic works of Leo Wiener,?* the pottery archaeology of Von 
Wuthenau** and the modern voyages of Heyerdahl,?° traced settlement 
voyages from Africa to America going back to 2800 before the European BC — 
"before Columbus".”° In 1513 Balboa, "discoverer" of the Darien isthmus, met 
"the first Negroes that had been seen in the Indies'2” and Peter Martyr wrote of 


the Panama zone: 


"The Spaniards found Negroes in this province..It is thought that Negro pirates 


from Ethiopia established themselves after the wreck of their ships in these 


mountains'".7® 


In 1968 the Society for American Archaeology reported in Sante Fe on "visitors 


to the New World from the Old in historic or even prehistoric time." 


Evidence points to a 1310 Mali settlement in Mexico led by Abubakari ag Long 
before this, going back to the 2300 BP, the Olmecs sculptured giant "African'- 


styled heads at La Venta and later the Mayans and still later the Aztecs and Incas 


22. John Boyd Thacher, CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, HIS LIFE, HIS WORK, HIS REMAINS, New 
York, 1903. 3 Vols. 

23. Leo Wiener, AFRICA AND THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA, 3 Vols. Chicago, 1922. 

24. Alexander von Wuthenau, THE ART OF TERRACOTTA POTTERY IN PRE-COLUMBIAN SOUTH 
AND CENTRAL AMERICA, New York, 1969; and UNEXPECTED FACES IN ANCIENT AMERICA, 
New York, 1975. 

25. Thor Heyerdahl, THE BEARDED GODS SPEAK, and ISOLATIONIST OR DIFFUSIONIST, in G 
Ashe(Ed), THE QUEST FOR AMERICA, New York, 1971. 

26. Ivan Van Sertima, THEY CAME BEFORE COLUMBUS, THE AFRICAN PRESENCE IN 
AMERICA, New York, 1976. 

27. Lopez de Gomara, HISTORIA DE MEXICO, Anvers, 1554. 

28. Peter Martyr ( FA MacNutt, Ed and Trans)DE ORBO NOVO, New York, 1912 

29. | Van Sertima, op.cit. p.25 (where, however, he uses “racial” criteria), and pp.28-49 
(ship-building, Canary-current criteria). 


worshipped black gods.*° Dismissing "racial" criteria adopted from colonialism 
even by anti-colonialist historians, the evidence for pre-Columbian Africans in 
America covers: Olmec spheres,>" Nubian-style stepped pyramids, Egyptian- 
style mummies, hieroglyphs, camels in American rock-art, sun-star voyaging, 
Canopic jars for burial, artificial beards, dog-breeds, royal incest ("unique to 
Egypt, Nubia and Mexico"), the use of murex purple for rank, the African-style 
loom in Peru, lost-wax metal casting, and trepanning. >” Common, too, were 


fitted megalithic masonry, a time-zero of 26 February 747 BC for both Mexican 
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and Egyptian calendars, common astronomy signs,* common plants like 


3 


bananas, cotton,** jack-beans, yams > and maize.*® Talking of continents and 


plants, we note that a mural of an American pineapple found in Pompeii would 
suggest that Americans, borne perhaps by the Florida-Biscay sea current, had 


"discovered" Europe a century before Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD! 


30. A Von Wuthenau, op. cit., p 96. THE ART OF TERRACOTTA POTTERY IN PRECOLUMBIAN 
SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA, New York p 96; and UNEXPECTED FACES IN ANCIENT 
AMERICA. New York, 1975, 9 136. 

31. C Irwin, FAIR GODS AND STONE FACES, London, 1963, pp. 63,139,141; M Stirling, 
DISCOVERING THE NEW WORLD'S OLDEST DATED WORK OF MAN, in NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE, Vol.76, August 1939; M. Stirling, GREAT STONE FACES OF THE 
MEXICAN JUNGLE, in NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE, Vol.78, September 1940-32. 

32. ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA, New York, 1968 on trepanning. 

33. Heyerdahl, in Ashe (ed.) THE QUEST FOR AMERICA, pp. 137, 206; Van Sertima, op. cit. 
Ch.9.("African-Egyptian Presences in America"); Irwin, op. cit., p.296; GR Willey (ed.) THE 
ARCHAEOLOGY OF SOUTHERN MESOAMERICA, 3,1966. 

34, SG Stephens in AMERICAN NATURALIST, 1966; K Schwerin, WINDS ACROSS THE ATLANTIC, 
in MESOAMERICAN STUDIES, No. 6, 1970. 

35. Van Sertima, op. cit. Ch. 10.ii. 

36. MDW Jeffreys, PRECOLUMBIAN ARABS IN THE CARIBBEAN, in THE MUSLIM DIGEST, 5 
August 1954; and HOW ANCIENT IS WEST AFRICAN MAIZE, in AFRICA, January 1963; Leo ~ 
Wiener, op. cit. Vol. 1. p.11; JLL Duyvendak, CHINA'S DISCOVERY OF AFRICA, London, 1949.{on 
maize in E Africa in 15th century). 





PERSECUTED PERSECUTORS 


Wie Columbus did not, in any sense, discover either the Caribbeans or 
America, he was for Spain what de Betencourt, conqueror of the Canaries in 
1402, was for France and what Henry and then Cao and Diaz were for Portugal 
before him. He personified the birth of capitalism and of Europe. This is why 
Seville and Genoa, in the name of Europe, celebrate Columbus this year. 

Debate continues still as to whether Columbus himself was born a Jew. Colum- 
bus gave names from the Old Testament to places he seized: in Antigua (Isaac), 
Isabella island (Abraham), Jamaica (David), Guadalope (Salomon) and Granada 
(Sinai). The French ambassador in Spain, Burdau, wrote of "Colon el judio",>” 
but de las Casas firmly held that he was Catholic. The Nazi-hunter, Weisenthal, 
recalls that a third of Columbus's crews were Jewish and that his expedition left 


Palos a few hours after the deadline expired ordering all Jews to leave imperial 


Spain.*° 


In North Africa and the Iberian corner of what was to become Europe, the 13th 
to 15th centuries saw a series of wars and pogroms against Muslim, Jewish and 
agnostic Arabs. Although Jewish groups collaborated with the anti-Arab Spanish 
and Languedoc "Catholic reconquests", there were anti-Semitic pogroms, such 
as one in Lisbon in 1506 when 2 000 Jews were massacred because of their 


"mala sangre". 


37. A Liamgot, MARGINALIDAD Y JUDAISMO EN CRISTOBEL COLON, Congresso Judio 
Latinamericano, Buenos Aires, 1976, pp. 13, 15, 22-3, 39; Pablo Link, AL APORTE JUDIO AL 
DESCUBRIMENTO DE AMERICA, Hechos de las Historia Judia, Buenos Aires, 1964. 

38. Weisenthal, SAILS OF HOPE, 1991; Letter, 16.09.1991, to me by scholar-historian, Peter 
Chambers (d. Sept. 1991). 


The Anglo-Spanish Treaty excluded Jews from Gibraltar and by 1600 the ghettos 
spread from Venice and other Italian cities to Hansa towns and Russia. However, 
members of all classes of the persecuted Jews became colonialist persecutors 
in the African islands and America. The first slaver-planters in Cape Verde and 
Brazil after Cabral’s discovery" of 1500 were Jews. Rembrandt illustrated books 
for Jews who had fled from anti-Semitism in Amsterdam to become slave-owning 


'Senores' in the Dutch West Indies.?? 


The first symptoms were appearing of persecuted Europeans becoming colonial 
persecutors. The colonised of South Africa have long been the victims of the 
Huguenots who fled to the Cape from the 1688 massacres which followed the 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, of Jews like Barnato and Oppenheimer, who 
helped Rhodes build a "system of despotism", and of racist and Zionist Jews 
who fled the 1895 and 1905 Czarist pogroms and the Hitlerite holocaust. While 
in Europe the Jews were racially persecuted, from Europe, including Russia, 
came millions of Jews who joined other European colonial settlers in a still-on- 
going racist oppression and exploitation in America, southern Africa and 
Australia and the racial, colonialist Zionist state whereby the so-called United 


Nations partitioned Palestine in 1948. 


39. Four Rembrandt sketches in Menasseh ben Israel, PIEDRA GLORIOSA, Amsterdam, 1655 
(Jewish Year 5415), dedicated to Jewish slavers in Dutch West Indies, in Rembrandt House, 
Amsterdam; and in Menasseh ben Israel, CONCILIADOR, Part Il, Amsterdam, 1641 (Jewish Year 


5401), dedicated by Rembrandt: "A los Nobilissimos Muy Prudentes y Insolitas Senores del | 


Consejo del los Indios Occideniales". 





Any study of anti-Semitism — we dismiss a priori the concept of a "Jewish 
people'— is dangerously untrue if it is blind to this Janus-headed history after the 
expulsion on New Year 1492. This is the history not only of the Jews but of all 
European national and religious entities. From 1492 to 1992 as many Europeans 
became colonial settlers as remained in Europe. Today there are some 400 
million in Western Europe and the same number of ex-Europeans in America, 
South Africa and Australasia. All the ex-Europeans were colonial settlers, 
whether they had been persecuted before or not, or were convicts, criminals, 
demobilised soldiers, unemployed workers, mercenaries, head-hunters (like the 
ltalians, Portuguese and Spanish who went to Brazil, Peru, Chile or Argentine to 
kill off the "Indians" there, or the French Foreign Legionnaires in North Africa), 
fortune-hunters, investors or missionanries. The Utopian Communists, too, like 
Cabet and Weitling, were colonialists —- a point Marx could have made in his 
critique of them. The colons converted the USA from a colony into a colonial 
power, and Canada, Australia and South Africa from colonies into imperialist 
countries, all with their own internal colonies. All, except a handful who joined 


the war against European colonialism, became persecutors. 


"Coion el Judio", personifying the persecuted-persecutor duality, wrote in his 
Log, designed for Isabella's eyes, of trading “green glass beads" and "bits of 
broken crockery" for rolls of cotton from "Arawaks" on "San Salvador" who had 
"gold hanging from their noses". On October 14, only two days after Rodriego 


de Triano had spotted a Bahamas island of the "New World ", Columbus wrote 


10 


- —<— 





to Ferdinand and Isabella: 


"Should your Highnesses command it all the inhabitants could be taken away to 
Castile or held as slaves on the island" .7° 


He was talking of a people who by 1542 had been exterminated en masse by 
genocide. The present population of 500 at Long Bay all descend from African 
slaves. After being guided by six "Arawaks' to look for "Chipanga" (Japan), he 
came to "Colba" (Cuba), "where there was gold and spices". Hearing of "many 
great riches and precious stones and spices" and a "Rio de Oro", he went to 
"Bohio" (‘Hispaniala", now Haiti/ Dominican Republic), where on 13 January 1493 
the first "brush" between Spaniards and "Caribs'" took place. He abused a chief, 
Guacanagari, the first American collaborator. Of Columbus's second voyage, in 


March 1495, his son, Hernando, reported: 


"Every Spaniard went out among the Indians robbing and seizing their 
women...The cacique of Magdalena, whose name was Guatigana, killed ten 
Christians....All the caciques and kings had agreed not to resume obedience (to 
Spain)".*! 

To quell this first anti-colonialist act of non-collaboration, Columbus and his 
brother, Bartolome, with only 200 men, 20 horses, 20 dogs and gun-powdered 


arms, facing "100 000 Indians", used Guacanagari to divide and repel the 


rebellion. 


40. Bartolome de Las Casas, DIGEST OF COLUMBUS'S LOGBOOK. 

41, Columbus Logbook, 21 October, 1492 ("there are many large ships and sailors there'-in- 
Cuba); Xmas 1492; 6 January, 1493 (Golden River find);13 January 1493 (clash with "Caribs"); 
Hernando Cristobel’s Account of the Second Voyage, Ch. 61. 
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The king, Caonabo, was shipped in chains to Spain and a tribute levied in gold. 
On Christmas Columbus asked “Wakanari" for labour to build a fort, using the 
timbers from the wrecked Santa Maria. On 10 March 1496 Columbus took 30 
"Indians" back to Spain. *4 By 1512 subjection was so total that the "Arawak" 
king was burnt at the stake for defending those whom Columbus had described 
as "peaceful", "handsome" people with "fine cultivated land, as green and lovely 
as the orchards of Valencia in March".** Thus Spain learnt and taught the first 
lesson of colonial conquest: to use not only arms but, also and above all, 
collaborators.** That episode is often being repeated in this 500th year of the 
Columbian Era, in many a colonial place, not least, in our own South Africa. 
Columbus soon learnt and taught the second lesson of colonial conquest: not 
needlessly to divide the European colonial powers. For, as he told King John II 
to whom Diaz had taken him from the docks in the Tagus, Lisbon on 5 March 
1493, he had taken a route which avoided the Portuguese-colonised "Mina da 


Ouro or Guinea".** This did not prevent wars between the colonial powers. 


But their combined assault on the Non-European world created the idea in their 
minds that they belonged to a single "race" and, by the same token, that this 


“race' had as its anti-theses, other, different and inferior, "races". 


42. Hernando Colon, ibid. 

43. Colurnbus, Diary of 3rd Voyage (1498-1500), entry 30 May and 1 August 1498, describing 
Trinidad, 

44. For details of early Columbian conquests: de Las Casas; Fray Bernardino de Sahagun, 
CODEX, GENERAL HISTORY OF THE THINGS OF NEW SPAIN in English and Aztec, by 
Anderson-Dibble, 1950-3; Museo del Hombre, Dominican Republic, EXPLORATION OF NORTH 
AMERICA, 1979; 

45. Columbus Log-book, dated 9 March 1493; see also: Utrera de Cipriano, LOS RESTOS DE 
COLON EN SANTO DOMINGO, Academia Dominicana, 1977; Ciencias Sociales, PRIMER VIAJE 
DE CRISTOBEL COLON, EXPLORATION AMERICA, Havana, 1978. 
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CAPITALISM AS THE WORLD JANUS 


(oslombusts place in history is threefold: he was one of the creatures and 
creators of one inseparable Holy Trinity: Europe, capitalist-colonialism and 
racism. The three evolved as one whole to become a global organism which 
some calla mode of production and others a social formation. It does not dismiss 
or discredit the great achievements of the Renaissance and other artists, the 
novelists and poets, the Philosophes and Encyclopaedists, the scientists and 
inventors if we say that capitalist-colonialism, Europe itself and racism were the 
pillars of the contribution of the Europeans to world civilisation. After Dante, 
Boccacio, Petrarch and Bacon -the first flashes of lightning before the bourgeois 
storm — Durer, da Vinci and Michelangelo worked their wonders while Columbus, 
Cabot, da Gama, Cabral, Cortez and Pizarro were carrying through the first 
Holocausts in the Underworld of Europe. When America, Asia and the African 
coast lay bleeding at her feet, Europe raised her Galileos, Newtons, Leibnitzes, 
Spinozas, Rembrandts and Shakespeares and hundreds more besides and 


upon their shoulders. 


Were the Europeans themselves a Narcissus-like image, creating and created 
by their own Europe, its colonial-capitalism and a racism which proved to be 
inherent in both Europe and capitalism? It is hardly an academic exercise to try 
to answer this question in that part of Africa which Europe carved out for herself, 
namely South Africa, beginning with Van Riebeeck’s colonisation in 1652. We 
recall that this was also the time that Rembrandt was, onthe one hand, defending 
the Jews in Holland from anti-Semitism and, on the other, acclaiming as 


"Senores" the Jewish slave-owners and slavers in the Dutch West Indies. Were 
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Van Riebeeck and Rembranat the two heads of the Dutch Janus? Was capitalism 


a giant Janus joining Europe and the rest of the world? 


Did not the colonial Underworld support the literary, artistic, philosophical, 
scientific and also political Living World of Europe in Europe? After all, the Arabs 


had made Palermo the "Queen of the Mediterranean" by the time Frederico and 


Ruggiero ruled Sicily during the 11th century Crusades. In 829 Malmocco and 


Trocello, from Rialto, Venice, stole from Alexandria what was believed to be the 
body of Mark which still lies in St Mark's church. Even before she freed herself 
from Byzantium in 887 Venice slaved and traded in the Adriatic and lonian seas. 
Driving the Saracens out of Bari, Venice changed froma marshy village of old 
huts and shacks into the "Most Serene Republic", rivalling Genoa and Pisa. In 
1204 the blind Enrico Dandalo took Constantinople and in the fourth Crusade 
Venetian galleys returned from Dalmatia, Greece and Albania filled with 
treasures. The plunder of the Levant by Venetian merchants enriched not only 
that city but also, by traffic over the Brenner and Valcamonica passes, the 
bankers and traders who formed the capitalist Hansa League along the Rhine 


and North Sea in the 14th century. 


The German towns which capitalised the Venetian loot repeated the process 


when Spain transferred its Mexican and Peruvian metals via Milan across the 


Alps. 
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PRIMARY ACCUMULATION : THE BIRTH OF EUROPE 


The 500-year period from Crusades to "Discoveries" was one of proto-capitalist 
primary accumulation in Asia and Africa by what was to become Europe. The 
towns of Ghent, Brugge and Rubens’s Antwerp were products of this early 
colonialism which nurtured ship-building, maritime insurance (the theme of "The 
Merchant of Venice"), cartography (Abraham Cresque’s 1375 map of Mali) and 
astronomy (Copernicus, Kepler). Antwerp took over the copper trade from 
Venice and later became the headquarters for Portugal's Asian spice trade and 
Spain's American silver market. This early colonialism led to class struggles, 
such as the revolts of peasants ruined by colonial exports; and the class wars 
between feudals and bourgeois were stoked by the colonial fires raging in 


America, Asia and Africa. 


Slavery for capitalist profit was the main product of the French seizure of the 
Canaries from the African Guanchos in 1402 and the Moroccan and West African 
expeditions of Prince Henry's Navigation School in Sagres on the Algarve. From 
1475 to 1500 the average annual export of slaves from the Sudan to Portugal 
was 1 000 and of gold, 25 kilograms. From Ceuta, taken by Henry, and Arguin, 
seized in 1441, came gold, and slaves were sold from 1441 in Lagos, Algarve.*® 
Mauney estimated that up to 1600 over 13 500 tons of gold were taken from the 


Sudan-Niger coast to Europe’’, a primary accumulation bonanza equal to the 


46. R Mauney. TABLEAU GEOGRAPHIQUE DE L’'OUEST AFRICAIN AU MOYEN AGE, Dakar, 
1961: VM Godinho, L'ECONOMIE DE L'EMPIRE PORTUGAISE AUX XV ST XVI SIECLES, Paris, 
1969, 1-er partie; Braudel, MONNAIES ET CIVILISATION, in ANNALES, ECONOMIES, SOCIETIES, 
CIVILIZATIONS, No 1., 1946, pp 9-22; 

47. R Mauney TABLEAU GEOGRAPHIQUE, op. cit. 
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amount of gold mined in the Witwatersrand up to 1952.8 


A market-directed slavery, the first capitalist-colonialist form of labour — and thus 
quite different from classical land-owning Graeco-Roman slavery for luxury and 
land-owning - supplied the cotton, coffee, silver, gold, spices, sugar and like 
imports and demanded export-industries which created great Atlantic-facing, 
North-sea (and eventually also renovated) Mediterranean ports and new inland 
towns along the main rivers of Europe. In England alone thousands of workers 
made glass, spoons, copper, paper, casks, guns and bottled spirits to pay 
African chiefs mediating the Guinea slave-trade. Capitalist slavery was for profit, 


as Cairnes, who did not know Marx, explained in 1862, adding that 


"annual profits often equal the whole capital of plantations".*9 


The slave's price was a Capitalist one: the discounted capitalisation of the surplus 
value expected of him during his life-time, the discount being at the ruling rate 
of profit. Capitalist slavery created the Industrial Revolution and the Age of 


Inventions in the cotton-based industry. °° 


The risks of the Passage from the Island of Goree (whence 20 million were 
shipped), Guinea and Angola to America stimulated statistics. The first century 
of the British slave-trade took 2 million Africans into slavery. By 1800 slave-ships 
made up 1/3 of the British merchant navy and 80% of British imports came from 


the Caribbean slave plantations alone. Winston Churchill attributed British 


48, Mnguni, THREE HUNDRED YEARS, Cape Town 1952, Pietermaritzburg 1988, p.133. 
49. Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER, London, 1862, Devon, 1968. 
50. Eric Williams, CAPITALISM AND SLAVERY, London, 1944. 
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imperial primacy to the West Indian sugar plantations. >! 


After national unification in 1579 Dutch slavery extended to Ceylon, Malacco and 
the Cape and made cities of Amsterdam and de Hague. Their wealth was enjoyed 
by the Dutch and Flemish painters. The conquistador and slave-voyages 
financed by the German Welsers and Fuggers, the slave-forts built by Portugal, 
Sweden, Denmark, and the slave-expeditions of Peter and Catherine of Russia 


were the work of the "other head" of the Janus of European Civilization. 


M Ndiaye, when curator of the Goree Museum, Dakar, showed us tables in 1977 
of the export of 500 000 Africans from Goree alone after the Abolition of the traffic 
in 1808. Europe’s leading 20th century historian (and mentor of | Wallerstein), 


Fernand Braudel, noted the export of 


"800 000 in the 16th century, 3 750 000 in the 17th, between 7 and 8 million in 


the 18th, and despite the abolition of the slave-trade in 1815 (1808 for the British 


Empire) 4 million in the 19th century".?* 


Nevertheless, he thought that slavery developed Africa, and grossly underes- 
timated the European genocide in America.°* But we now know that the cost of 


this "development" was 100 million lives over 3 centuries in Africa and the same 


31. W Churchill, A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES, London, 1956-8. 

52. F Braudel, CAPITALISM AND CIVILIZATION, London, 1979, Vol.3.p.440. 

53. F Braudel, CIVILIZATION AND CAPITALISM, London, 1979, Vol 3 p 430, repeated the legend 
that "the southernmost tip of Africa was, in the 18th century, semi-inhabited”; that "In Africa, 
Portuguese and other European explorers had found near the coast only a scatter of tribes or 
weak states" (Ibid. p 452), whereas El Idrisi, Hawqal, lbn Battuta and Khaldoun had long proved 
the “efflorescence” of what Frobenius, in his HISTORY IOF AFRICAN CIVILIZATION, was to call- 
‘harmonious and well-formed civilizations". 





number on the other side of the Atlantic.°4 


THE EUROPEAN MODE OF PRODUCTION 


irene did not exist before capitalism, nor capitalism before Europe. For the 
lonian historian, Anaximander (611-547 BC.) of Miletus, "Europe" was a vague 
land-mass north of the Mediterranean, south of which lay "Asia". For Herodotus 
(c. 485-425 BC) "Europe" lay north of "Libya", which was separated from "Asia" 


in the east and from "Ethiopia" in the south by Egypt. 


"As for Europe, nobody knows if it is surrounded by sea or where it got its name 


from, or who gave it, unless we are to say it came from Europa, the Tyrian 


woman.» 


Since Tyre was in Phoenicia, this story derives the name of Europe from an Asian 
goddess, who also, via Carthage, was African! The Greeks believed that "Asia" 
was the name of the wife of the Greek god, Prometheus, but Asian Lydians held 
it to have derived from the Sardis tribe of Asias.°° Herodotus, born in Caria, 
Turkey, considered himself to be an "Asiatic Greek", an appellation alien to racist 
capitalism. When Herodotus wrote of "black" people in "Libya", or long-haired 
Ethiopians in "Asia", curly-haired ones in "Libya" or of the mythical "black semen" 
of Indians, he was not making racist classifications any more than did Pliny, 


Ptolemy or Tacitus later.>” 


94. H Jaffe, STAGNAZIONE E SVILUPPO ECONOMICO- MOD! DI PRODUZIONE, NAZIONI., 
CLASSI, Milano, 1986, pp.93-95, 235-239 

55. Herodotus, HISTORIES, (Trans.A. De Selincourt), Middlesex, 1955. Book 1. p 
3,103;2/16,34;3/115;4/39;7/134;4/46-7 

56. Ibid. Book 1. p. 46. 

$7. Herodotus, THE HISTORIES (Trans. A De Selincourt), Middlesex, 1955. Book 1, p 27: Book 
3, p.10. 
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Despite the Crusades, IL MILIONE of Marco Polo (1254-1323) was occupied with 
dress, hair-styles, adornment, tattooing, customs, languages and ways of living 
of nations rather than with their "race", the stock-in-trade of most later European 


historians. 


The ancient Greeks and Romans had no concept of "European civilization’, 
which Europe supposed them to have created. What became Europe did 
assimilate, from the Arabs in particular, the philosophy, art, literature and political 
theory of the Greek slavers and the law and engineering of the Roman slavers, 
and still makes a great democratic fuss about it. Yet, understandably, Europe 
played down its assimilation from the communal-despotic societies of Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Arabia, Turkey, Iran, India, China and America of numbers, gun-pow- 
der, paper, compass, the stirrup, ship-craft, metal technology and farming tools, 
raw materials, foods and spices. Catholic scholasticism itself owed much to two 
Islamic- Aristotelian Arab scholars in Spain, lon Ruschid (Averroes) (1126-1188) 
and Ibn Sina (Avicenna) (980-1037). Islam was thus one of the building blocks 


of "European Christian civilization". 


The key transfers were between two antagonistic modes of production. One, in 
Europe, had a long history of privatisation of land and people: 1 000 years or 
more of slavery and another millennium of feudalism. This privatisation over- 
turned or adapted communal Roman and German "barbarian" social formations. 
(Marx called the Roman ones "Form 2" and the German ones "Form 3"). The 
other transfer, in Africa, Asia, America and the oceanic islands, had a long 


pre-capitalist history of communal land and labour: paleo-communism (mis- - 
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called "primitive communism") and communal-despotism (Marx called the earlier 
communal social formation an Indian "Form 1" and we may call the more 


communistic African and American ones "Form 0"). 


The differences in the pre-capitalist histories of today's poor and rich countries 
were significant not only for the birth of capitalism, but also for its death and the 
birth of socialism. Empirical evidence to date suggests that the "take-off" of 
socialism occurred not in the rich nations with a long history of private property, 
but in certain poor nations with a long communal history. Even now the poor 
Romanians, Bulgarians, Aziris, Yugoslavs, Kazakhs and Uzbeks are resisting the 
1989-92 capitalist restoration more than the richer Russians, Ukrainians, Lat- 
vians, Estonians, Hungarians and Czechs, not to mention the E Germans. The 


past is always in the present and the future. 


The privatised mode gave rise to "oppressor" capitalist nations, which in the last 
quarter of the 19th century became imperialist countries. The old communal 
modes were overthrown and converted into capitalist colonies. This process 
took place via a 1 000-year inter-modal struggle between the privatised European 


nations and the communal non-European peoples and nations. 


Already from 637 to 642, when the Arabs took over the Syrian holdings of 
Byzantium, the latter appealed vainly for help from the second Thang Emperor 
of China.*® In 1250, ruined by the Crusades, King Louis sent three Franciscans 


to Chinghiz Khan in another vain attempt to win China as an ally against Arabia. 


58. Grousset, BILAN D'HISTOIRE. 
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instead, in 1291, after ending Mongol power in Bagdad, the Egyptian Mamalukes 
drove the Crusaders out of Syria, thereby cutting Eurasian trade routes and 
hastening the "Discoveries" even before the Ottomans took Istanbul in 1454, 
which, however, was probably not a major reason why Iberia turned westwards 


for colonial outlets. 


KNOW-HOW TRANSFERS 


The non-European communal-despotic modes of production accommodated 
technological change more comfortably than small, sea-bound, poor privatised 
Europe was able to achieve. Although China’s population slumped from 100 
million in 1100 to 60 million by the time of the 1381 census, population declines 
were even steeper in Europe. During the modal change from slavery to 
feudalism, fromthe 5th century "fall" of Rome, through the Frank "barbarians' to 
the 12th century Crusades, Europe's share of world population fell. Early during 
the modal change from feudalism to capitalism, the Black Death of 1347-51 took 
away 25% of Europe's people and, after an uneven levelling-off, only from the 
11th century did the population start rising to reach 10% of the world total by the 


time of the French Revolution. 


The world population grew during the modal change: 

YEAR WORLD POPULATION 

1100 (Crusades) 300 million 

1650 (Cromwell Revolution) 550 million?® 

1800 (Napoleon) 1 000 million (Europe: 100 million). 


59. Isaac Vossius and J Gaunt, 1652 estimate. 
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Thereafter, in the century of the world victory of capitalism between 1800 and 
1900, England's population rose from 11 to 38 million, Germany's from 25 to 56 
million and Europe’s doubled despite massive colonial emigration. Thereafter 
the European birth- and death-rates both fell. Demographic and modal stability 
were linked. Thus, albeit much later, when the world system was destabilized by 
the World Wars, the Holocaust and Crises of the 20th century, Europe lost 100 


million, (including Jews and Russians) by death and emigration. 


From 1100 to 1800 China’s share of the world population rose from 25% to 33%, 
but this increase was accompanied by a decline in the Chinese share of world 
productive forces. By 1000 AD Europe was backward, poor, sparsely peopled, 
with towns that, with a few exceptions of river and coastal entrepots, were smaller 
and inferior to many cities in China, India, America and Africa at the time. During 
the next 1000 years, the millenium of capitalist expansion, this inequality was to 
be reversed. The higher societies were hurled to the base, and the lowly societies 


rose to the apex, of a new pyramid of nations. 


The mechanisms of the inter-continental inversion of civilization were slavery, 
racism, conquest, maritime trade, primary accumulation and the adoption and 
adaptation of transfers of science, technology and inventions. Transfers from 
Africa began before Carthage in the 9th century BC and became considerable 
from Egypt from the 4th century BC Ptolemaic invasions and the Roman 
occupation by Caesar and Augustus. Transfers from India began by 416 BC and 
from China go back to the great geographer, diplomat and traveller, Chang Cien, 


of the 2nd century BC when the silk trade began with caravans through Iran. 
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From the first century BC maritime transfers began with Ethiopia, Arabia and 


India, from the 3rd century AD with China, and from Mohamed with Arabia.©° 


Needham listed 26 important technological techniques (including water-clocks. 
the loom, wheelbarrow, cross-bow, deep-drilling, iron casting, canal locks, 
gun-powder, the compass, paper and porcelain) transferred from China to 
Europe in pre-Columbian times, during which only four techniques (crankshaft, 
screw, force-pump, clockwork) moved from Europe to China.*' The Jesuit 
scientist-philosopher, Ricci, translated Chinese philosophical and differential- 
“monodology" concepts to European thinkers like Leibnitz (1646-1716), which 
radicalised mathematics. Egyptian geometry, Indian numbers and Arabian al- 
gebra were further additions to this broad non-European base for the develop- 
ment of mathematics, physics, chemistry, astronomy, and navigational and 


industrial technology by and in capitalist Europe. 


The inversion of civilization by Europe, joined later by the USA and the "White" 
Dominions, not only destroyed the artistic and scientific achievements made by 
Africa, Asia and America in pre-Columbian times, but denied to most colonial 
people in all these continents the very achievements in science, art and technol- 
ogy made by Europe by transfer or appropriation from them. Thus, the artistic, 
scientific and technological achievements of Europe have not thus far con- 
stituted an immediate contribution to world civilization. 

60. J Needham, SCIENCE AND CIVILISATION IN CHINA, Cambridge, 1954, Vol 1 pp 172,177, 
Ch 7(g) "The Old Silk Road", 178-180, Ch.7(h) "Chinese-Western Cultural and Scientific Contacts", 


191-206. 
61. Ibid. pp.242-3. 
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Clearly, the non-destructive achievements remain a potential contribution to 
world civilization. However, until this becomes possible — and we believe that 
this requires new October 1917s — the evidence is overwhelming that capitalism 


is more destructive than progressive in the economic, social and political fields. 


We must recall that the Columbian colonial system still wages an economic war 
which every year kills 50 million people, mostly children, in what Susan George 


called "The Other Half" of the world. 


This annual genocide is equal to the total number killed in both World wars. But 
capitalism is more destructive than progressive even in its vaunted fields: science 
and technology. Its main industries — war and that Autogeddon the motor car®* 
— are destroying life and the world ecosystem. The famous "forces of production" 
(F) simply are not over-throwing, but are conserving, the famous "relations of 
production" (R). The international colonial nature of R has made also F reaction- 
ary. The main contradiction now is between the anti-imperialist workers driving 
F and the imperialistic R. Until this contradiction — which is of Mao’s "irreconcil- 


able" type — is resolved, Europe’s technology cannot be, let alone become, a 


"Contribution to World Civilization". 


THE "BOURGEOIS REVOLUTIONS" 


Wr the 1648 British, 1789 French, the Risorgimento, German Unification 
and the 1848 European bourgeois revolutions the social revolutions they are still 


made out to have been? 


62. H Williams, AUTOGEDDON, London, 1991. 
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In fact the real social revolutions were taking place far away, in the midst of an 
intercontinental intermodal struggle between the nascent capitalist mode of 
Europe and the communal societies across the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, 
Indian and Pacific Oceans. Every major European capitalist nation had a social 
revolution which was essentially colonialistic. Before each national capitalist 
class seized political power it had won economic power on and across the seas 


and oceans. 


Long before the Portuguese and Spanish bourgeoisies held the reins of power 
in their hands they were masters of huge colonies in America, Asia and Africa. 
Thus colonial economic power gave Spain political control over Holland and 
much of Italy. But its bourgeoisie was too closely tied to its feudals to industrialise 
the vast surplus coming in from Mexico, Peru, the Philippines and slaving. The 
surplus was transferred largely to the "hidden colonialists" on the Rhine and 
North Sea. This loss, plus that suffered at sea and in battles with English pirates 
and Drake’s navy, cost Spain her primacy as a colonial power. This decline, 
abetted by English and American competition, facilitated the revolts of the colons 
inthe American colonies and of the colonial people themselves in the Philippines 
and Cuba. Inevitably, Spain dragged Portugal down with her. And when Portugal 
did get her "democracy" it was an African gift — at terrible loss it is now evident 
- from the temporary victory over Portugal in 1974 by the PAIGC, MPLA and 
FRELIMO. 


The Iberian decline encouraged the rise of Holland as the first sea-power in the 


world. By 1619 the Dutch were shipping slaves to Jamestown. After expeditions - 


25 





by van Houtman in 1595 and Janz and Proot in 1648, the German-officered Dutch 
East India Company seized the Cape from San and Khoi-Khoi resisters in 1652 
and in 1658 began a system of capitalist slavery which, in essence, is still with 
us (and from which, let us add now, we cannot be liberated by a CODESA-style 
"bourgeois revolution" carried through in accordance with the "Two-Stage- 
Theory" of the so-called (but never) Communist Party of South Africa). 
Stuyvesant governed the New Netherland colony in 1646-64. In 1641 Dutch 
merchants took Malacca and traded with China and Japan. In 1656 they seized 
Ceylon from Portugal. In 1652-4 they clashed with their rising rival, England. 
These colonial capitalist enterprises brought their first political fruit in 1648 when 
Dutch sovereignty was recognized by Spain at the Treaty of Westphalia. This 
was a political change financed by colonial slavery, trade, land-grabbing, looting 
and plain genocide, which in turn gave rise to the Dutch-Flemish Renaissance 
centred in the colonial-orientated cities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerp, 


Brugge and Ghent. 


In 1530, before the "Elizabethan Age", John Hawkins, a Plymouth merchant, 
joined the Portuguese-led West African slave traffic. His son and his nephew, 
Francis Drake, became England's leading slavers and pirates, seizing millions 
of sterling of gold from Spanish galleons. The wars between Elizabeth and Philip 
of Spain rested on colonial rivalry around two great oceans. The landed feudal 
aristocracy, as de Tocqueville (1805-59) pointed out, led the colonial mercantile 
expansion and became a powerful colonialistic bourgeoisie, on whom the 
Flemish weavers, middle-class traders and artisans decended. Cromwell's 


"Commonwealth", the famous British bourgeois revolution of 1648, was a slaving 
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colonial state; and William of Orange’s "Glorious Revolution" of 1688 raised the 
Union Jack over the early colonial invasions of India and North America. The 
slave plantations in the Caribbeans and Southern States, the seizure of India 
from Portugal, Holland, France and the Indians themselves, formed the basis for 
the 18th and 19th century Industrial Revolution, which in turn paved the way for 
the conquest of most of Africa, India, Burma, Malaya, Australia and Canada. Only 
in the 19th century came the Reforms which gave the vote to men, followed, a 
whole century later, by the franchise for women. By then British democracy was 


fully enabled by an Empire which was totalitarian in all its colonies. 


The 1789 "Great French Revolution" was led by a bourgeoisie which had already 


pod Louisiana, Canada, the Antilles, East 


become a world economic power 
India, Senegal and in the slave-trade quadrilateral, in which Bordeaux, Calais 
and Dieppe were crucial nodes. Napoleon | mollified French inter-class relations, 
enabling the conquest by the "nation' of most of West Africa, Malagasy and Indo 
China in the 19th century. The colonies — and slavery — were retained by the 1789 
and also the 1848 "bourgeois revolutions". Moreover, not even the 1871 Paris 
Commune made a single declaration against French imperialism, even while it 
was being massacred by Napoleon III and Bismarck in the very midst of colonial 
wars in Indo-China, West Africa and North Africa —- and only 4 years after the 
anti-colonial struggle led by Juarez against Napoleon's and Leopold's "King of 


Mexico", Maximillian (whose execution was painted illegally in 1867 by the 


opro-Communard Manet). 


63. A de Tocqueville, THE OLD REGIME AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, New York, 
1955. (originally, 1856). 
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The German Reformation, 1848 Revolution and Bismarckian Unification were 
fuelled by an old hidden colonialism. Inside the Holy Roman Empire, baptised 
in 962 by Otto the Great of Saxony, Rhineland guildsmen, merchants, usurers 
and bankers built up the Hansa League and mercantile monopolies which 
handled first the Venetian and then the Portuguese, Spanish and even part of 
the Dutch East India Company’s sea-going colonial trade. Among such 
Capitalists were the Ravensburgs, the Houses of Augusta and Nuhremburg, the 
Frankfurt guild-masters, the Meuting family in Antwerp from 1479, the Hochsetter 
family from 1486 and the powerful Fuggers and Welsers who financed an armed 
invasion of Venezuela in 1527 and drew Marx's attention. By 1669, with only 
Hamburg, Lubeck and Bremen as members, the Hansa League was nearing 
obsolescence. By the 19th century, new family-controlled foreign-operating 
monopolies arose, of which Krupps, Siemens, Thyssens, Benz were among the 


modern fulfilments. The mighty Deutschbank arose in the 19th century, financing 


the Nazilike conquests of German capital in Namibia, Urundi, Ruanda, Tan- - 


ganyika and the Cameroons. German capitalists, like the Oppenheimers, and 
Krupps machine guns helped Rhodes to take Pondoland and Matabeleland and 
to exploit cheap African labour in the Kimberley and Witwatersrand mines. A 
century after the fall of the Hapsburg House during the French revolution, the 
German Federation was renewed and Kaiser Wilhelm, supported by the Lasalle 
socialists, reassumed the ancient title of head of the sacred German Empire. The 
subsequent German parliamentary democracy was built on the lands and onthe 
genocide of Africans. It began in 1884-5, when Wilhelm hosted the Berlin 
Conference to carve Africa up among the European powers. When the atrocities 


of Karl Peters were debated in the Reichstag, only the old Liebknecht voted 
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against his exculpation. The colonial basis of German democracy was ruined by 
the time of the Weimar Republic in 1919. This colonialism came home to roost 
in 1933, when the democratic Reichstag, elected by most Germans of all classes, 
voted Nazism into power. Since then, thanks to Marshall Plan Aid, hidden bullion, 
the European Community, and the 1989 Reunification, German democracy rests 


on a world colonial economic power almost equal to that of the United States. 


The Italian city states benefited from the ruin of the feudals in the Crusades, in 
which Genoese, Pisan and Neopolitan merchants supplied both Saracens and 
Christians. By the 10th century mainland merchants were in Palermo and by the 
13th century Genoese merchants were in Castelsardo, Sardinia. Venice was an 


early capitalist city, with colonies down to Dubrovnik and merchants like the 


Polos trading in Persia, Arabia and China. Italian merchants were in the Canaries 


by 1341, in Cape Verde by 1456, in Timbuktu by 1470, and were importing gold 
from the West Sudan from 1464. The 1492 "Discoveries" and the 1454 Ottoman 
conquests sealed the Mediterranean, and for some centuries Italian capitalists 
in Milan, Florence and Venice depended on colonial metals and consumables 
from America, Asia and Africa via Spain, Portugal and the Hapsburgs in Austria. 
The Risorgimento of Mazzini and the Unification of Garibaldi and Cavour, from 
1848, when Milan was briefly taken from Austria, to the Cavour-Napoleon III 
defeat of Austria, with the help of Algerian soldiers (a monument in Milan names 
the Muslims who fell in that battle. France had seized Algeria in 1830) was 
financed by Italian capitalists with a long colonial history. What Italian schools, 
universities and its "Left" do not teach is the pioneering colonialist role in Ethiopia, 


for 35 years, of Cardinal Massaia (1809-1889), Cavour's missionary Capuccin 
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ambassador®*, Italy's Livingstone. The Italian bourgeois revolution was contem- 
poraneous with Italy’s first colonial expeditions in the Red Sea. 

As for Belgium, we need only record the cry of the young Duke of Brabant, the 
future Leopold Il, in 1860, not long before the Congo massacres: "What Belgium 
needs is a colony".®° Having got his wish, he built one of Europe’s last and most 


democratic monarchies. 


THE INVENTION OF "RACE" 


Avtreaay in the Crusades the global intercontinental modal struggle between 
the Europeans and the non-Europeans threw up the term "razza'/"race". Despite 
selfcancelling reclassifications by Huxley, Nesturck and others, the Columbian 


skin-colour classification remains until today that of white, black, brown and 
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yellow "races""”, to which most encyclopaedias add blood-groups. 


We, in the Non-European Unity Movement in the 1940s and 1950s, were the first 


in the world, and the only liberation movement, to deny the very existence of 


human "races"©”, 


64. Guglielmo Massaia, | MIEl TRENTACINQUE ANNI DI MISSIONE NELL ALTA ETIOPIA, Milano, 
Roma, 1885-95, 12 Vols; and G. Massaia, LE LETTERE DEL CARDINALE MASSAIA DAL 1846 AL 
1886, (Ed G Farina), Torino, 1937.(The British Museum has many fascist eulogies of Cardinal 
Massaja). 

65. L Bauer, LEOPOLD THE UNLOVED, 1934. 

66. Julian Huxley, RACE IN EUROPE, London, 1939 (that Jews were not a race- but "blacks" 
were.); M Nesturkh, THE RACES OF MANKIND, Moscow, c.1963: 

67. H Jaffe, THE BASIS OF CHAUVINISM, Lecture at the New Era Fellowship, Cape Town, 13 
June 1953; this author and others; in Mnguni, 300 YEARS, Cape Town, 1952, pp. 17, 37-39, et 
seq.; B.M. Kies, op. cit: 1953:"the myth of race"; NEUM DECLARATION TO THE NATIONS OF 
THE WORLD, Cape Town, 1946; NEUM DECLARATION TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
Cape Town, April, 1951: for a non-racial nation; H. Jaffe, Address in Drill Hall,1958: "There are 
no Coloureds, Africans or Whites." 


Only recently have UNESCO and scientists like Stephen Gould joined our 
insistence on the indivisibility of the human species or race into "races".°* Our 
principal theorem for so-saying was: "race" was an invention of capitalist 


colonialism, and became its leading ideology. 


The evidence for this is overwhelming. "African" enters European literature about 
1564; "European" in 1603 in English; "Coolie" in 1598; "negro" in 1550 which by 
1700 meant "black, vile and dirty" (Webster). "Negroid" begins in 1859, 
"negrophile" in 1842 with the John Brown and English Emancipationists, and 
"Negrophobe" in 1883, with Ku Klux Klanism against the post-Lincoin "Black 
Reconstruction". In South Africa European" always meant "White". Colonialism 
was rationalised in science and the academia. Aristotle's idea that menstruation 
stopped during pregnancy because the blood flowed into the foetus was used 
to prove a theory of blood-based races. Plato’s grouping of people into pure 
metallic types became racial categories. Linnaeus (1707-78) used the four 
temperaments of Hippocrates (460-377 BC) to create psycho-race groups: the 
yellow phlegmatics, the brown cholerics, the black melancholics and, of course, 
the white sanguines. Buffon (1707-88), Haeckel (1834-1919), T Huxley (1825-95), 
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Agazziz (1807-1873), Harvard’s Swiss founder of racial biometrics,~~ all 


propagated race-based theories in biology. 


The biologist Sommering wrote that an African was "by nature sad, of a bad 
character, obedient and therefore born only to be a slave". 

68. SG Gould, THE MISMEASUREMENT OF MAN, USA, 1981, London 1984; Gould, EVER SINCE 
DARWIN, New York, 1977; Letter to H Jaffe, 20 October 1983: ° 


69. L Agazziz, THE DIVERSITY OF ORIGIN OF THE HUMAN RACES, in "Christian Examiner", 
1850. 
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Cesare Lombroso (1836-1909), an Italian Jew, was a criminologist who declared 
that "blacks" and "yellows" were born criminals — a theory endorsed by the 


still-fashionable educationist, Maria Montessori (1870-1952). 


Although Charles Darwin's 1859 classics, ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES and THE 
DESCENT OF MAN were intrinsically non-racist, his relative, the scientist-ex- 
plorer, Francis Galton (1822- 1911), claimed in 1908 that Darwin accepted the 
thesis of Galton’s 1869 HEREDITARY GENIUS in a letter which read: 


"You have made a convert of an opponent in one sense, for | have always 
maintained that, excepting fools, men do not differ much in intellect".”" 

Galton "explored" Namibia in 1850-2 and helped organise the colonial expedi- 
tions of Burton, Speke and Grant for the Royal Geographic Society. He made 
"anthrometric studies" of Khoisan women and in 1883 wrote of "the great 


differences in different families and races.’ 


Auguste Comte (1798-1857), Carlyle (1795-1881), Kingsley (1819-75) and 
Nietzsche (1844-1900) adopted the theory of Count Joseph Arthus de Gobineau 
(1816-87) in his book, THE INEQUALITY OF THE HUMAN RACE and influenced 
even Emile Durkheim (1858-1917), the founder of modern "sociology" (and 
popular with Small et al in the Bush Colleges). A year after de Gobineau died, 
Max Muller (1823-1900) propounded a theory of an Aryan, Indo-European 
language which Nazism turned into a principle that became the “Final Solution" 
70. M Montessori, PEDAGOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY, New York, 1913 
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DEVELOPMENT, London, 1883. 


32 


of the Holocaust of 1942-5. As for historiography, we scarcely need comment 
on George McCall Theal, the liberals Walker, Macmillan, Thompson and the 
social-democratic, ex-Stalinist or London-"Commonwealth" neo-liberal, 


"Marksists".” (after Shula Marks) 


Even genuine Marxism — as distinguised from that of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Internationals - was not immune to the ideological virus of "race". Engels 
accepted "race" in his awful essays on Algeria and Afghanistan in 1857/4, and 
Trotsky, in a letter to South Africa in 1934, blotted his noble revolutionary 


escutcheon when he accepted the (Stalinist) policy of a "Black Republic'.’° 


In literature, "Paradise Lost" (1667) had racist undertones and Milton was 
Cromwell's State-Secretary and endorsed the slaving "Commonwealth". Colour- 
racism is atheme in Shakespeare's "Othello" and "The Merchant of Venice". The 
fathers of American democracy, Jefferson, Franklin, Adams and Payne, were all 
racists and Lincoln said "There is a physical difference between the white race 
and the Negro" to justify social, political and judicial segregation.”® The explorer- 
diplomat Burton said that after puberty the Africans ceased to develop mentally. 
Dapper, Barth, Peters, Livingstone, de Brazza, Thys, Clapperton, Marchand, 


Kolbe were all racist explorers. 
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Racism is still rampant in psychology. Galton’s pupil, Karl Pearson (1857-1936), 
applied regression statistics racially in his 1901 BIOMETRIKA. The French 
psychologist, Gustave le Bon (1841-1931), after travels in Asia and Africa came 


up with a theory of 


"general qualities of character, governed by forces of which we are unconscious, 


and possessed by the majority of the normal individuals of a race."./7 


In the USA Robert M Yerkes, who used the Simon-Binet !Q tests to operate the 
1924 Immigration Restrictions Act of the USA against Non-Europeans and 


southern Europeans, said: 


“Education alone will not place the negro race on a par with its Caucasion 
competitors" ne 

In England Cyril Burt introduced a class-race test in his 11-Plus Exams and IQ 
tests, the results of which were exposed as a fraud by LJ Kamin’s 1974 THE 
SCIENCE AND POLITICS OF !Q. ATeachers’ Leaque Journal of 1979 condemned 
the |Q tests as racist. In 1969 and 1973 Arthur Jensen claimed a 15-point IQ 
difference between "Blacks" and "Whites" and HJ Eysenck in 1971 and EO Wilson 
in 1975 did likewise’? by using psychic xenophobic genes. Finally, racism 
flourishes in the guise of "ethnics" in most academia, and in the fratricidal wars 
waged by proxy by Germany in Jugoslavia, and by the imperialist Herrenvolk of 


South Africa in Kwazulu and other ghettos today. 
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The ethnic virus which is spreading a plague everywhere is the most modern 


mode of, and name for, racism. 


There is little or no evidence that racism existed before capitalist-colonialism. 
Nor is there any evidence, despite the "two-stage" theory of Wolpe”? et a/ that 
we need capitalism before we can have socialism — as if there is not capitalism 
in South Africa! — and that a non-racial capitalism is possible — in the world’s first 
fascist state, South Africa, of all places! 

The racist Columbian genocides anticipated the Hitlerian Holocaust by cen- 
turies. Nor did the Nazis invent Nazism. For, defined scientifically, Nazism was 
a combination of three interlocked elemental processes: (i) the fusion of 
monopoly capital with the state (eg of the Chamber of Mines with the apartheid 
state); (ii) a mass social base for this totalitarian combination (eg the majority of 
"White" petite bourgeoisie and workers); and (iii) a dominant racist ideology and 
praxis (eg colour-discrimination or apartheid). 

It should be evident that South Africa was the first Nazi state in history and we 
wrote a book as far back as 1946 to say so o 
It is therefore not logical or feasible to expect that racism in this state can wane- 
let alone be abolished — when it is waxing in the rest of the world, nowhere more 
so than in the European Community (EC) of 12 imperialist nations, an EC which 


has legalised around itself a Canadian-Australian-type colour bar. 
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The new racism of and inside the EC finds a political identity, which is essentially 
racial, in a "United Europe". This European chauvinism, over-riding and yet 
embracing the national chauvenisms of its components, was the dream first of 
Napoleon |, then of Hitler. And it is not surprising that a Reunified Germany stands 
at the head of this neo-Columbian "Europe 1992." Nor should it be surprising to 
find that this Germany is returning to its old "Drang Nach Osten’ in its current 
war-by-proxy in Jugoslavia and its manifest — as yet economic — interest in the 
Ukraine and Biack Sea after helping the USA to promote the "spontaneous 


revolution" for "democracy and the free market". 


CAN CAPITALISM SUCCEED in EUROPE and 
the EX-USSR? 


Wren we have spoken of Europe we have meant Western Europe, now the 
12-nation EC multi-national plus Scandinavia, Switzerland and Austria. But next 
to this group of nations there is a grey area of countries with a previous history 
of being colonial, national or anti-Semitic oppressors (Poland, the Baltic states 
and Hungary), countries which, with western Czechoslovakia, did share the 
material benefits of European colonialism, but which were ultimately unsuccess- 
ful in realising their colonial aspirations. After a half-century of artificial, imposed, 
Stalinised, "socialism", they have now returned to their former greyness , but with 


bodies and minds no longer accustomed to this gloom. 


They suffer from a form of schizophrenia: they imagine they are inside, but are 
really stranded outside, the "common European home". Then there is a third area 


of geographic Europe which is even less European: a former semi-colonial zone 
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of Austria-Hungary and Czarist Russia : the Balkans, including Jugoslavia, and 


Western Russia, including the Ukraine, Armenia and Georgia. 


This group of countries marched or lurched towards capitalism, legalised 
"democracy and free market", the hall-marks of capitalism, but has a confused, 
Gorbachevian, mind . Its body, in fact, is more in socialism than in capitalism. 
This region of some 250 million people would seem to be in a modal limbo-land, 


lacking even a geographic identity, lying between Europe and Asia. 


The question that concerns us here is: can these two regions of "Europe" to the 


east of Western Europe be assimilated into Europe and into capitalism? 


Our main theorem is that colonialism and racism are intrinsic to capitalism and 
its corollary is that Europe is both creature and creator of an inherently racist 
and colonialist capitalist mode of production (by Europe we mean, again, 
essentially, "advanced" Western Europe, not "backward" Eastern Europe). This 
thesis implies that without colonialism there cannot be capitalism. If this be true 
it would mean that there cannot be capitalism without colonialism also in Eastern 


Europe and the former Soviet Union. 


Now our thesis says that the only nation-states in capitalism are oppressor, 
exploiting (i.e. imperialist) countries or oppressed, exploited (i.e. colonial) 
countries. This means that in E Europe and ex-Russia any capitalist state must 
either be imperialistic or colonial. We use "colonial" as inclusive of the “inde- 


pendent" semi-colonial/'neo-colonial" type of country. With respect to imperialist 


countries in E Europe-Russia, the fact is simple: no such country exists in that - 


region. The only imperialist empires in that region were Austria-Hungary and 
Czarist Russia, both of which have ceased to exist since World War One. With 
regard to colonial-type countries in East Europe and ex-Russia, these, too, have 
not existed for a long time. The colonies of Czarism were absorbed in the 1920s 
into the USSR and those of the Austro-German-Hungarian empire became 
"socialist states" after World War Two. Both types of capitalist countries ceased 
to exist when this vast region of nearly half a billion people replaced the capitalist 
by a would-be-socialist mode of production. What happened when this whole 
region — or most of it —- imploded or collapsed into capitalism in 1989-1992 after 
a siege of 75 years in the case of the USSR and of 45 years in the case of E 


Europe? 


First of all, we need to invert most of the media and academia images, percep- 
tions and judgments in order to arrive at the objective truth. Every kind of 
fabrication about Kuwait's not being part of Iraq preceded the 1991 USA-UNO 
invasion of Iraq. Now, again, every kind of Serbian atrocity is invented to 
rationalise an EC-NATO-UNO invasion of the Serbian heartland of Jugoslavia. 
In the case of the 1989-1992 events in E Europe, the media, the academia, from 
Halliday to Friedman, and politicos, from Ernest Mandel to Margaret Thatcher, 
beheld the anti-Stalinist uprisings and their restoration of "democracy and free 
market" as not only progressive but liberatory. But such superficial 
phenomenological judgments belied the essential truth, which was that there 
was in E Europe and W Russia a modal change backwards and downwards, 


from socialism, however bureaucratrised, to capitalism. We have now, of neces- 
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sity, to break our previous promise — or bend it a little — not to quote Trotsky, 


who far back in 1936 wrote: 


The fall of the present bureaucratic dictatorship, if it were not replaced by anew 
socialist power, would thus mean a return to capitalist relations with a 
catastrophic decline of industry and culture. ' 82 (Our emphasis) 


This is precisely what is happening in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Russia 
and ethnic plagued Jugoslavia. This reactionary modal movement is reducing 
‘industry and culture" even in E Germany, despite the colossal restabilizing 
resources of the world’s second richest economic power, Germany. However, 
in E Germany there was a total, real restoration: legal, constitutional and 
economic. Until new Rosa Luxembourgs and Karl Liebknechts are born —or until 
Germany makes a third disastrous and hallucinatory bid for world military 
supremacy, or until an at present unthinkable "Third World" boycott of Germany 


and her EC - this restoration is irreversible. 


This modal irreversibility is not, however. guaranteed in either the grey or the 
smudged — Balkan, parts of E Europe or even in W Russia, now imagining that 
it has reopened Peter the Great’s door to Europe. In all these countries there has 
been some legalisation of private property, the market and the party-system 
(which has nothing to do with democracy). They have made new Constitutions. 
But the privatisation of collective properties and the break-down of the socialistic 
welfare system of cheap housing, free education and health, are being 


obstructed by the bureaucrats and opposed by the same people who in 


82. L Trotsky, THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED, 1936, London, 1967, p.251. 


3'9 





1989-1992 marched into capitalism with democratic tears in their eyes. 


The road from juridical, constitutional and ideological (anti-Marxism, anti-Com- 
munism) restoration to actual capitalist restoration on the ground is proving 
steeper than the EC-NATO besiegers of "real socialism" had expected. Their 
underlying problem involved the resolution of two dialectics: (i) the "East-West" 
contradiction, and (ii) the "West-South" contradiction. The former required the 
privatisation of collective properties and the replacement of state-planned 
economies by "market forces" (which Marx said was beyond the control of the 
Capitalists themselves, as all capitalists now realise in the midst of the already 
22-year-old world economic crisis). The second antagonism not yet overcome 
is based on the colonial structure of world capitalism. In the case of E Europe 
and W Russia it means that if "East" does not go West" — and that is a'"no entry" 
road — it must go "South". 

To summarise: the conversion of E Europe and W Russia from socialism into 
Capitalism can, in the given geo-economic circumstances, mean only the neo- 
colonisation of this entire region. This is the opposite of what the free market 


democrats wanted. As an old Czech communist, Egon Bondy, put it: 


| fear that the destruction of the Soviet camp is not the last goal of the 
monopolistic imperialists. It’s only a prelude to the struggle against the Third 
World.....They need a cheap labour force. They need poor areas of the 
world...And for us in Eastern Europe one of the greatest dangers is this: that we 
could, by demagogy, become involved in this struggle on the side of "white 
civilization"...| fear that under the cover of 'the struggle for freedom’ we will be 
only mercenaries in the struggle for so-called white civilization, although we shall 
remain only as a reservoir of cheap labour." 2 

83. Egon Bondy, Interview in MONTHLY REVIEW, New York, Octovber 1991, pp.34-36 
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But there is also a real problem for W Europe and its USA partner and rival. What 
is this problem? It is that when a modal change in E Europe occurs "backwards 
and downwards", from socialism to capitalism, the whole historical process of 


the birth and growth of capitalism is called to account. 


For there are now no spaces for the historical colonial process whereby 
capitalism was born to repeat itself. Can the mostly European G7 powers now, 
900 years after Columbus, conquer new lands? They are still smarting from 


Vietnam, even from the Gulf War and fear their own invasion of Jugoslavia. 


Can they forcibly expropriate the vast new collective lands and industries, as 
they did the old, from Columbus to Rhodes? It took them centuries to train and 
breed "native" boss-"boys", Uncle Toms, collaborators, compradores and a 
colonial "national bourgeoisie". How can they hope to repeat this complex class 
process nowadays? By conquest, genocide, expropriation and slavery they got 
America, Africa and Asia free, charging the cost to the surviving colonial people. 
How can they do all this in countries which belong.to other people and which 


they cannot possess except by new wars of conquest? 


Their vast empires succeeded in Australia, New Zealand, Southern Africa, the 
USA, Canada, Mexico and all of South America thanks to colonisation by 
hundreds of millions of European settlers. Now, instead of colonising East 
Europe and Russia, they have to shut out E European and Russian emigrants. 


In old colonial times capital formation was quick and easy. Now, especially in 


the trough of the longest-ever "Kondratieff' downturn, they are unable to - 


capitalise even Poland and only a few giant monopolies, like the Italian oil 
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parastatal ENI in Kazakhstan and South Africa's AngloAmerican and De Beers 
in Russia, have won major leases, let alone freehold. Before President Monroe's 
Doctrine for S America, 1947 for Asia and 1955 for most of Africa, the colonial 
governments were in London, Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Rome, Lisbon or Madrid. 
When the colonies became "independent", real power remained in the old 
colonial metropoles, but was applied in the "independent" capitals. But the states 
of E Europe and the new ex-USSR "Commonwealth" cannot be run from the 


EC-NATO capitals. 


Whereas there was a process of class formation, either of settler-colons or of 
national-bourgeoisies, in the old colonies and neo-colonies, there have been no 
such social-formation processes in the USSR for 75 years and little enough in E 
Europe since World War Il.Nor did "state capitalism" exist, as the last Unity 


Movement Conference reaffirmed.** 


It is all too much, too late to re-run the Columbian film in this last and "Highest 
Stage of Capitalism". What can happen, however, in the absence of colons and 
local capitalist classes, is the conversion of E Europe and Russia not into Mexicos 
or Brazils —- where there are European colons — but into bureaucratic Nigerias 
leased by absentee foreign capitalists. Stalinism could be replaced by this kind 


of neo-colonial barbarism. 


However, let us remind those depressed by this possibility that the world was 


even darker under Nazism, Fascism, Falangism, the Rising Sun, the Great De- 


84. Unity Movement Conference and Resolution, Johannesburg, January 1992. 
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pression and the Second World War in 1939. Yet a mere 10 years later a fifth of 
humanity made the second great socialist revolution, followed by Dien Bien Phu, 
the Red Flag over the Bay of Pigs and the defeat of the almighty USA by poor, 
small Vietnam. While we should not harbour illusions or nurse false hopes, not 


even Europe 1992" need or should destroy our optimism. 


lf Germany cannot dominate Europe, whether the extant or an enlarged EC, she 
will abandon Europe and forcibly construct her own Euro-Russian empire. In 
either event Europe will remain the Columbian creature it has been fer 500 years. 
There will be no peace, security or progress in the world as long as capitalist 


Europe exists. And a socialist Europe is a contradiction in terms. 


The 50-year old "United Socialist States of Europe" slogan of the Euro-centric 
‘left" was always ahistorical. Europe was born in the blood of pre-capitalist 
communist societies in America, Asia, Africa and even parts of Europe itself. 
Europe is dying alongside the rubble of post-capitalist socialistic countries . 


From birth to dying Europe has been the colonialist nemesis of socialism. 


This Nemesis, however, is also its own worst enemy. For the ship of Columbian 
Europe that sailed 500 years, and more, ago on the waves of anti- communism, 
is now slowly sinking under the tonnage of the Wall of Berlin and other socialist 
defences and structures which it vainly strives to load into its buckling holds. The 
clock of history does not easily wind backwards. Europe cannot do now to its 
new ex-socialist colonies what the Columbuses did to the ancient ex-communist 


societies. 
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Moreover, space has joined time in Europe’s war against itself. Capitalism had 
spread from Europe to America, Asia and Africa. Socialism spreads the opposite 
way and can reach Europe only during the end-phase of its Permanent Revolu- 
tion. When this happens Europe will no longer be itself or recognise itself. For 
Europe, as the Beginning and the-End of the capitalist Old World, can hardly 
enter the socialist New World bearing the name of the old: "Europe". And when 
Europe, negating itself, is thus no longer Europe it will make its first universalist 


Contribution to World Civilization. 
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